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suit, the land is irrigated in the future by running water in-
stead of by artificial means, if the change is not believed to be
permanent, the tax is not increased, but if the change is
believed to be permanent, then the imam increases the tax
or desists from so doing according as he hold one or the
other course to be in the best interests of both the land
owner and the beneficiaries of the tax.

If a piece of land cannot be cultivated every year, but
must be allowed to lie fallow every other year, this fact is
taken into account when the kharaj is first assessed, and one
of the following three methods is applied with a view to
reconciling the interests of both sides. Half of the regular
rate on the cultivated portion is collected on the entire field;
or every two jarlbs are counted as one single jarib in order
to allow for the uncultivated portion; or, finally, the full
rate is assessed on the cultivated portion only.1

According to the Hidayah* if a person without excuse
changes from a kind of crop that pays a high rate of kharaj
to one that pays a lower rate he still pays the higher rate,
because he is responsible for the decrease of the rate. The
Hidayah, however, does not recommend this view (la yufta
bihi) because it would give an excuse to tyrants to oppress
the Moslems by forcing them to cultivate crops which
require great pains.

If a person plants in his farmland vines or fruit-bearing
trees, he continues to pay on his land the khar&j of crops
until the new plants shall have borne fruit, and he then pays

1 There is in the text a statement to the effect that in such case " one-
half of the produce " is taken.   This statement was omitted as inconsis-
tent with the previous sentence where it was said that "the whole of the
tax is assessed ".   If the whole of the tax is only one-fifth, one cannot
evidently collect "half of the produce."   The variants of the text in-
dicated at the bottom of the page confirm the suspicion that the text
at this point suffered corruption.

2 Vol. v, p. 285.